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Chestnuts Farm - PL/2026/00699/CLEUD

From Clerk <clerk@hamptoninardenparish.gov.uk>
Date Mon 25/05/2026 11:49

To  Benn Watkinson (Solihull MBC) <bwatkinson@solihull.gov.uk>; Planning (Places Directorate - Solihull MBC)
<planning@solihull.gov.uk>; Planning Enforcement (Strategic Services, Physical & Economic Regeneration -
Solihull MBC) <planningenforcement@solihull.gov.uk>

Dear Benn

We would wish to register our concern about the proposed Certificate of Lawfulness application at
Chestnuts Farm (PL/2026/00699/CLEUD). Although the site lies outside our Parish, it sits centrally within
the Protected View identified in the Hampton in Arden Neighbourhood Plan.

The application appears to rely not only on evidence from the past 10 years but potentially references
activity dating back to the 1990s. We would therefore ask that Solihull MBC carefully scrutinise the
extent and reliability of the historical evidence submitted, particularly given that the current applicant
has not owned or operated the land over that full period. It is not clear how such long-term use has
been substantiated.

More recent history demonstrates that the farm has significantly expanded its industrialised and visually
intrusive footprint over the last 10 years. Residents of Hampton in Arden and Barston have raised
ongoing concerns and complaints, and there have been enforcement issues relating to the site’s non-
agricultural character and its visual and environmental impact.

In light of the above, we would urge Solihull MBC to review the application very carefully before granting
any retrospective approval for a development that has been the cause of considerable concern and
distress to neighbouring communities.
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Zooming in on building subject to this CLEUD

Kind regards.

Julie Barnes
Parish Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer & Data Protection Officer
to Hampton-in-Arden Parish Council

Telephone: 01675 442017

Website: hamptoninardenparish.gov.uk

Clerk: Julie Barnes, clerk@hamptoninardenparish.gov.uk

Address: The Parish Office, Fentham Hall, Marsh Lane, Hampton-in-Arden, Solihull, B92 0AH

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HamptoninArdenParishCouncil




